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impressive may be the development of community leadership training
programs (from 5 to more than 400 in less than 20 years) and the
development of community problem-solving institutes or programs
(the directory lists 83), most created during the past 5 years. Some
places have linked the community leadership development programs
with their problem-solving institutions. Training programs offer an
important opportunity to learn about ISTEA, and the problem-solving
institutions are a great new resource for fixing trouble spots and
learning how to avoid the pitfalls of the local planning process previ-
ously in place.

SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPLEMENTING PARTNERSHIPS

ISTEA and CAAA are sure to precipitate a major change in regional
planning processes in this country. At one end of the scale, they could
reinaugurate all the bad examples that eventually caused the demise of
the A-95 local planning process: manipulation by power-seeking bu-
reaucrats, exploitation by special interest groups, and disenfranchise-
ment of community interests groups who could not keep up with the
jargon and complexity of the process. On the other end of the scale,
the acts could cause a major stalemate between powerful community
interests (e.g., the roadbuilding, development interest versus the clean
air interest). Transportation policy, more than any other factor, has
shaped the nation's physical structure and promises to do so for a long
time. ISTEA puts more of the full game on the same table, which offers
an incredible opportunity for improvement if the game is played
by constructive rules. Experiments such as NIS and those of Florida
and Georgia in regional land use planning suggest the power of the
problem-solving paradigm. The degree to which implementing rules
are designed to enhance processes similar to NIS may be the degree to
which this new opportunity may be the turning point in instituting
planning in America that works.

NOTE

1. There are numerous examples of where smaller MPOs have operated within
the boundaries of a larger MPO. Current conversations between public
officials in Lorain County, Ohio, are exemplary. Conversations are focused
on whether the county should rejuvenate its Regional Planning Commission